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CraN's DETROIT

RUMBLINGS

Drivers win
in spat over

bridge study

he winner of last
weak's squabble over
the $3.4 billion Mich-

tion budget for 2009 may
have besn, of all people, dri-
VETS.

Depending on whom you
aslk, the skirmish was ei-
ther 2 GOP-led fight,
bankrolled by Ambassador
Erlﬂga owner Manuel Mo-

- roun to
kill a pro-
: posed
H new
bridge be-
tween De-
troit and
Windsor,
or it was
a Democ-
ratic ef-
fort to
foree a needless new cross-
ing on taxpayers.

Uniless the badget was ap-
proved, with or without lan-
guage about the ongoing Me-
troit River International
Crossing study, MDOT was
threatening to balt work on
road projects all over the
stata, Toth parties reached
a compromize and rushed
to issue breathless press re-
leases praising themselves
as saviors of the taxpayers
and accusing the other side
of not playing nice.

The Republicans, led by
DeWitt's Alan Cropsey, got
additional language in the
budpet bill that puts more
oversight on MDOT during
the study process, especial-
1y for land purchases relat-
ed to a potential new
bridge.

The Democrats, led by
Detroit's Steve Tobocman,
whose 12th District would
be home to a new bridge,

Mioroun

FACTS ABOUT
FARILY BUSINESSES

About 100 people gathered
at the Motor City Casino

Thursday night for Crain’s |

Family-Owned
Business Forum.

Keynote speaker
Paul Barnhard,
diractar of the
busingss
transition planning
group at Plante &
Meran P.LLG.,
opened with a quiz
designed to gauge
respondents’ knowledge of
famnily businesses. Ong
talling tidbit: Did you know
that 64 percent of our
nation's gross domestic
profit is generated by family-
owned businesses? To read
more about the evant, visit
www,crainsdetroit.com.

claimed viclory because the
bridpe study survived, peri-
od, Estimates have ranged
from %1 billion to more than
43 billion for a new Detroit-
Windsor link, which would
take sevaral vears to build.
And in the meantime,
MDOT"s orange barrels and
concrete barriers will con-
tinue to infest Michigan's
highways in the forlorn
hope of & smooth drive.

Lawyers to ‘voice’ parodies

Instead of lawyers
ginging the praises of their
clienis or cases, several lo-
cal barristers are comed-
ically crooning about &
docket of issues — includ-
ing Detroit's favorite texta-
holic ex-mayor.

The Detroit-based musi-

cal-parody troupe A
(Habeas) Chorus Line has a
new show, “LOL," that lam-
poons everything from
Kwame Kilpatrick’s predica-
ment to the recent banking
baflout and Sarah Palin,
“It has been a tavget-rich
envimnmnnt seud Justin
g Klimko,
i the
group's
lyricist
and a cor-
porate
1 transac-
tion at-
torney
with De-
troit law
firm
_ Butzei Long.
i A sample of
i Hlimko's
g lyrics
A spoofing
i Hizzonat,
| sungto
oy the tune
o of "I Can't
Get Next To
You™:
I ean bulldoze
run-down slums
[ ean give employimert (o
all my high school chuems
Oh, Tean hire an ormy
Jjust to be my bodyguards
I pay my expenses with
el credit cards
Buzt my life is incomplete
and I'm so blue
"Cause T oan'f get text o

Kiimko

1)

The group is set to per-
fortn at 7 p.m. Oct. 4at
Betkley High School.

Tickets are $15and avail-
able at the door or in ad-
vance by calling (313) 435
2425 or emailing
infolhabeaschorus.com.
Shows are about 85 minutes
long and include about 25
SONES.

The group first began
e in 1982 for the
Detroit chapter of the Feder-
al Bar Association, and
malkes itself available for
events such as flundraisers
and parties.

Information about the
troupe, and songs from its
CDs, is available at
habeaschorus.com.




